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The Contribution Boxes 

During the year 1903 the number of persons who visited the 
Museum was 410,000. If each one had dropped five cents in 
one of the glass globes provided for the purpose, the collec- 
tions would have amounted to over $20,000, while if only one 
cent had been contributed by each person, the total would have 
reached $4000, for the purchase of art objects for the Museum. 

The amount taken from the boxes during the year 1903 was 
$115.71, or an average of only one cent for every thirty-five 
visitors. 

At the approaching St. Louis Exposition a rare opportunity 
will be offered to secure desirable things from all parts of the 
world, and it is hoped that visitors to the Museum will con- 
tribute liberally toward a fund for this purpose. The Museum 
authorities desire to enlist the interest of everyone who comes 
to Memorial Hall. The contribution of even one cent toward 
this fund by each visitor will show a personal interest in the 
collections, and there are few who cannot afford such a modest 
contribution. 

The Museum is open free to the public every day in the year. 
Many of the most interesting and beautiful objects in the build- 
ing have been purchased with money contributed in this manner. 



The Identification of Pieces of China 

The Curator begs to announce that he is always glad to 
render assistance to collectors or others in the identification 
of pieces of pottery or porcelain. Scarcely a day passes with- 
out' bringing letters from various parts of the country asking 



for an opinion upon the age and identity of certain wares. No 
charge will be made for furnishing the desired information, 
but, as the Museum has no fund that can be used for postage 
and expressage, which in the aggregate is considerable, owners 
of pieces which they wish to have identified are requested to 
inclose in their letters of inquiry sufficient postage to cover 
replies. Residents of Philadelphia and vicinity who wish infor- 
mation may bring their pieces directly to the Museum for 
identification. 

It is often difficult to render an intelligent opinion without 
the opportunity to examine the pieces themselves, and much 
time can be saved and unnecessary correspondence avoided if 
the articles are shipped directly to the Museum by express, 
securely packed in strong wooden boxes. Expressage should 
in all instances be prepaid, and, after an examination has been 
made, the pieces will be repacked and promptly returned to 
the owners. 

Within the past year we have received for examination, 
among other things, many examples of Anglo-American pottery 
which have been found to be reproductions. Some of these 
are such close imitations of the older wares that it is utterly 
impossible to detect them by means of written descriptions. 
There are peculiarities of body, glaze, color and time markings 
by which the genuine can readily be distinguished from the 
spurious. 

The ceramic collections of the Museum, while perhaps not 
the largest, are probably as representative as any in this 
country, practically covering, as they do, the entire field of the 
potter's art. 



Entered, August 27, 1903, at Philadelphia, Pa., as second-class matter, under Act of Congress of July 16, 1894. 



